
A Glossary of  Terms

American Sign Language (ASL):
American Sign Language (ASL) is a visual 
language. With signing, the brain processes 
linguistic information through the eyes. 
The shape, placement, and movement of  
the hands, as well as facial expressions and 
body movements, all play important parts 
in conveying information.

Audiology, audiologist:
A branch of  science dealing with hearing.

Audiologists are the primary health-care 
professionals who evaluate, diagnose, treat, 
and manage hearing loss and balance 
disorders in adults and children. 

Audism:
Discrimination or prejudice against 
individuals who are deaf  or hard 
of  hearing.

Cochlear implant:
A Cochlear Implant is a device that can be 
surgically implanted into a person's cochlea 
to stimulate it to cause hearing. It consists 
of  a tiny receiver which is placed under the 
skin in the bony part behind the ear. 

Deaf, deaf:
“We use the lowercase deaf  when referring 
to the audiological condition of  not 
hearing, and the uppercase Deaf  when 
referring to a particular group of  deaf  
people who share a language – American 
Sign Language (ASL) – and a culture.” 
Carol Padden and Tom Humphries, in 
Deaf  in America: Voices from a Culture (1988).

Fingerspelling:
Fingerspelling is the process of  spelling 
out words by using hand shapes that 
correspond to the letters of  the word.  

Deaf  Gain:
“In the early 2000s, Deaf  scholars 
proposed the concept of  Deaf  Gain and 
with it a challenge to assumptions about 
what is normal….By framing deafness in 
terms of  its intellectual, creative, and 
cultural benefits, Deaf  Gain recognizes 
physical and cognitive difference as a vital 
aspect of  human diversity.” 
H-Dirksen L. Bauman, Deaf  Gain: Raising 
the Stakes for Human Diversity. University of  
Minnesota Press. 2014.
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Hard of  Hearing:
Hard-of-hearing can denote a person with 
a mild-to-moderate hearing loss.

Hearing impaired:
This term is no longer accepted by most in 
the community because the term is focused 
on what an individual cannot do….It 
establishes the standard as “hearing” and 
anything different as “impaired,” or 
substandard, hindered, or damaged. It 
implies that something is not as it should 
be and ought to be fixed if  possible. 

Eugenics:
The practice or advocacy of  controlled 
selective breeding of  human populations 
(as by sterilization) to improve the 
population's genetic composition.

Manualism:
A method of  teaching or communication 
with or between deaf  people by means of  
sign language.

Mainstreaming:
The integration of  children with special 
educational problems, as a physical 
handicap, into conventional classes and 
school activities.

Oralism:
The system of  teaching Deaf  people to 
communicate by the use of  speech and 
lip-reading rather than sign language.
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